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SOME NEW BOOKS.

Vfc rutin ot the Mamehua.
Tha trulls cf Pekln surround walls,

wall around wall In concentrlo clrcum-vaUatlo- n;

nowhere a gate that cordially
open to tho nip of the European or
other barbarian. Sullenly tho city
walls have yielded to tho Kuropenn
merchant with his wares. Within tho
Tatar city Hen nested tho Imperial city,
and to pahs Its pates tho Ambassador.-- )

of tho Western World have required tho
dhow, and at Union tho use, of power.
Within tho Imperial city llos tho Purple
ForWddon City, tho sacred heart of tho
Mlddlo KlnRdom. Of what tins gono on
within this row upon row of bulwarks
of tho dragon otnplrc, of what now noes
on In tho namo of tho now republic, It
Is difficult to Bather Information. Walls
may have cars, tonguos seldom. In this
dearth of knowledge wo welcome such
Information of tho recent changes In the
forbidden city on Is delivered to us by
It. Backhoupk nnd J. O. P. Bund In
tholr Annnls and .Ifemotr of the Court
of PeMng (Houghton Mifflin and Com-

pany).
As the result of tholr long and sym-

pathetic acquaintance with the Chinese
of every rank tney are wen quaiuiwi w
Isterpret for tho Occident tho motives
of tho events through which an empire
became a republic and Immediately by
a more mysterious counter revolution
hecame yet another republic. It Is not
osy to feel miro that any of our au-

thors can comprohend tho Astatic: It Is
no easy task, even with a rich measure
of familiarity with the theme, to set
bstoro our Intelligences tho sources of

rrat movements in China In such wise
that wo may recognlzo tho dynamics ot
a life lived to dlfforent purpose than
that which Is familiar to us. The suc-

cess of theso authors In their former
volume dealing with the late Empress
Dowager establishes the broader work
In a position of immediate authority.

I.
Mn has experience, it can ne-e- r

have a new experience. In Its nil
apes It has grown old. Its

countless millions are never to bo sur-

prised, they know all things, they know
there Is nothing now. It 1 possible
for a race, to grow old. a race whoso
emplro was flourishing when Abraham
wan a cattle reever on the plains of
Mamre may now bo fairly said to be

sjrrd. It has the wisdom of experience,
everything which can happen to a
people- - has happened to it. When a
new emergency nrlses the Chinese sage
needs only irview the history of his
land nnd find the like event In the his-

tory of the Mongol, tho Manchu, the
Tatar, nnd thus learn what tho end
shall be. Sure of the end he feels no
nlrm. what has been Is In progress of
being onco more,; ho does no more than
await tho appointed end. China lives
In tho doctrine of chances; its hope is
In the compensation of averages.

There Is somewhat of fatalism In be- -

in po uld, so wise. Human effort averts
nothing, for a higher power than the
puny Individual has all things In charge.
The story of the past Is the great etory,
the reverence for parents as wiser than
sons, the worship of ancestors as the
congress of all possible wisdom, all this
looks backward. It Is a riper Joy of the
houl to preserve the ancestral tablets
than to provide a. better tleld for pos-

terity. I.tfe. is a Hong, bitter or sweet
ss tho fates may send, but sooner or
later the song is checked by Its do
capo or del trano and some or all of
the air must bs sung again. For the
unthinking the signature Is da oapo,
life is a wheel, and when the end Is

reached It Is a new beginning: for the
sage the signature Is dal "pno, but
eyen to him It never suggests ltsolf that
from the recurrent sign a new sir might
be chosen. Everything that has been
is again to be. there Is no need to eeok
to niter Inexorabilities of human life,
patience Is all that one needs.

This spirit Is well caught by the au-

thors of this work. In th.lr pages It Is
nowhere a matter of positive statement:
It Is a sentiment which they have Town
to recognize In the Chinese character
whloh they suggest in these studies
rather than postulate. Tet they have
made it wholly clear that the downfall
of tho Manchu dynasty is Just ns was
the downfall ot the dynasty of the
Ming, that the cause which was oper-

ative In tho seventeenth century was
effective In the twentieth. Thoughtful
Chinese haw the coming of the end,
they recognized the cause of the dilapi-

dation of tho Dragon Throna, they knew
that It was leading to a crash. But they
laokod tho energy to correct the evil

IS

Inordinately onlv
eluctabillty of destiny ties the hands and
closes the mouth of prophecy, for all
crash of dynnstlea Is but for a moment
when one lived through the forever
of the world.

Age has done more than bring experi-

ence In the land of the dragon; It hs
amassed a literature of such experience.
It baa provided the crystals of experi-
ence tn the form maxims. The

of tho Chinese, the words of Con-fudt- ts

and Mractus, are but th prov-

erbs In which the ev.mta of the
set forth In principles. An ancient race,
the Chinese are a people of
tfiey are analytic ln their view of life,
fhey see through the accidental circum-
stances of the events which befall them,
they go to the root of the matter and

disclose the principle at the bottom
and recall the maxim which shall gov-
ern them. If oil were wise at once
China would be forever at peace, but
there are maxima whloh set forth the
hopelessness this blessed

11.
Originator of all things China lacks

present originality. footnote here
would afford tho pleasure of astonish-
ment If one were to set down list
of the discoveries which were found
aged tn China, the magnetic needle, the
art of printing, tho blessed discovery of
the nalutnry grains of saltpetre anil

charcoal The novelties of life
to undergo in recoiling ages

i he process of adjustment to a democ-
racy where life ta so evenly balanced
hat an extra Inch of snow In tho winter

accepted In the spring uncomplain
ingly the havoc of Hood on the Yellow
River famine lit lis heels. All has

to poise ln balance, the least de-

rangement finds ItH adjustment by mer-
ciless toll of life, llfo whose loss stirs
none to concern nor yet awakes nny to
action, Yet In this balunco thero is
always thn chanco nt tho bottom.
Millions may perish in the bottom tier
of Chlneso life, from the very dregs
tho lucky one may cnino to the very
highest estate. Tho Orient la full of
hnpe, It lives on luck, It Is ever ready to
rub its lamp nt Aladdin, great shining
nf brass for tho most part hut every
now and then thn Mittnpfiti goes
up tho lino to become viceroy, to
ennoble h's neetors and to fill his
house with stores of wealth,

The gTcat way out and up Is knowl-
edge, to know the maxims, to write
them with a decent brush tn beanrlfut

calligraphy. Thus does ono become a
Hunlln doctor, one of the literati; after
that fortune, always assisted without
scruple, may leod unywhere. The one
great thing Is to learn to write; to write
well. Originality in composition is a
sin against good taste: It Is Irreverence
toward the pajtt and not to bo tolerated,
for all that Is to be said has been said
long ago said by noma ono's ancestor,
and on that account to bo held In honor
an beyond Improvement. The triumph
of Chinese education Is to take any
theme nt random and show tho agility
of tho Intelligence in dissecting out the
subtle thread by which It may be tied
to some ono of the classical maxims.
Having onco established the reasoning
power on this tenuous base all that re-

mains is to write the couplet In the best
possible penmanship and accept the
prlzo of scholarship.

China Is filled with chools devoted to
education of this conservative sort. In
tho poorest villages the ear of the trav-
eller Is deafened by tho eound of the
schools where the boys aro shrieking
tholr lessons before their master, backs
turned conveniently for receipt of
educational ferule. To read and to write
Is a passion: In a land of the utmost
poverty no sacrifice I considered too
great for the acquisition of nn educa-
tion; yoars are spent In preparation for
the official examinations, and aged men
may be found In the booths trying to
pass the rigid by which they may
be admitted to tho learnod class.

Filled with schools and avid for learn-
ing China never is more half edu
cated; half of Its population Is cut off
from letters, thero lo no teaching for
girls. That means that In every grade
of Chinese society thero Is a "depth of
Ignorance In the home. Tho women are
taught the domestic arts according to
the position of their parents; they may
undergo a fitting for the hardy life of
the eampan girls, thoy may spend years
of agony in acquiring the lily feet so
that they may become, the pets of
luxury. Hut thoy aro densely ignorant;
they can never hope to become the com-
panions of their mankind.

It Is an Oriental Idea that women
have no souls. They may be tho slaves
of men, they may bo tho pots of men,
It Is all the chance of life. Hut having
no souls, hnvlng no Independent exist-
ence, they prove themselves soulless. In
poverty they become brutalized, In pros-
perity they aro hidden from the public
gaze. In poverty there Is always some
man to keep them within bounds wltn
club or (1st; In prosperity the master ot
the house Is lllled with other

Is too busy to knep tho women In
order, a task which the Orient generally
has entrusted to those who ore not men
nor yet women. Kept to themselves,
robbed of every exit Into tho realm of
thought which might ameliorate the In-

expressible tedium of being women, it
Is little wonder that the women of China
develop all the baser traits of dis
position, they lparn to wheedle and to
scratch. Condemned to the society of
these women whose only leaning toward
good behavior lies In tho blows whloh
may bo given, petted and equally de-
spised by the women over whose capers
thoy must keep watch, the guardians
show that they have lost their moral
strength of manhood and become con-
spirators against good. They have the
lust for power treacherously exercised,
all that remains to them is the amass-
ing of treasure. The Intrigue of any

Is bad enough; Intrigue with the
addition of auoh an element as this
must destroy the most solidly founded
ot dynasties.

Against this class of the guardians ot
the palace womeh the wise men of an-
cient China have left warning maxims.
It was a dynastic regulation of the
Ming dynasty never to permit these do
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of country, Ideas to
which he to glvo the name of
republic for reasons which It Is not
difficult to comprehend. But face

his European and American pa-

trons, for tin amor-
phous was possible, he lost
face tho themselves. His-
tory is full of In China, that
which endures la the Chinese, It the
sturdy element which must he
reckoned with In every change. Sun
Vat-se- n was only tho man of the mo

not of tho hour.
come tho counter-revolutio- n, Its

details yet most Imperfectly known,
but out of It comes at tho top Yuan
Shlh-k'- al ns present acceptable to the
Chinese. In now In tho balances nnd
it netds all our experience In tho Chi-

nese habit of thought to foreonet
"The government which Yuan

Bhlh-k'- administering at this
say these authors, and their

statement great respect, "Is
more republican than of ICublai
Khan, The annnls upon which we
drawn reveal on every the
that this understands nnd accepts
tho government of a despot, whether
his methods be benevolont brutal,
provided that he rule according to the
patrlnrchlal precedents of the canons of
the sagos. Let him, If he will, the
surfaco of Chinese Hfo strungo In-

ventions tho Wost, but lot him
disturb those silent depths wherein lie
all the moral nnd social experience of
the race."

Skilled as these authors are In
custom life, perhaps distinctly by

reason of their Intimate familiarity
the passing history of the Chinese race,
which changes only In alow secular
movement, thoy do not attempt to fore-
cast the future of what, In ltd period

present transition, we may best re
to tho new administration In

China. What Is their may
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